Chapter  14 


The  Prophetic  Sayings 
Regarding  the  Kharijite 
Terrorists 
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Extremism  and  terrorism  are  costing  us  dearly.  On  the  one 
hand  they  create  doubts  about  Islam  and  its  teachings,  and  on 
the  other  hand  they  result  in  the  loss  of  lives  and  destruction  of 
property.  Peace  and  harmony  guarantee  prosperity,  development, 
tranquillity  and  pleasure,  whereas  violence  and  strife  cause 
turmoil  and  destruction.  For  this  reason,  the  Prophet  0 blocked 
all  the  passages  and  doors  through  which  disaster  and  destruction 
could  enter.  He  encouraged  softness,  kindness,  mutual  affection 
and  clemency.  ‘A’isha  reported  that  the  Prophet  0 said, 

‘Indeed,  God  is  gentle  and  He  loves  gentleness.  He 
bestows  for  the  sake  of  gentleness  that  which  He  does 
not  bestow  for  harshness’.1 


Gentleness  and  affability  are  constructive,  but  harshness  and 
violence  are  destructive.  Softness  and  moderation  are  signs  of 
well-wishing,  while  extremism  and  fanaticism  represent  hatred 
and  violence.  Extremism  does  not  bring  good  in  this  life  or  the 
Hereafter,  while  violence  perpetrated  in  the  name  of  religion  is 
more  dangerous  than  violence  done  for  the  sake  of  worldly  matters. 
Violence  and  aggression  stem  from  extremism.  The  Prophet  0 
said, 


‘Beware  of  extremism  in  the  religion,  for  that  is  what 
destroyed  those  before  you’.2 


1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitdb  al-birr  wa  al-sila  tva  al-ddab  [The  Book 
of  Piety,  Filial  Duty  and  Good  Manners],  chapter:  ‘The  Virtue  of  Gentleness’, 
4:2003  §2593;  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitdb  al-addb  [The  Book  of  Good 
Manners],  chapter:  ‘On  Gentleness’,  4:254  §4807;  and  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in 
al-Musnad,  1:112  §902. 

2 Narrated  by  IbnMajah  in  al-Sunan : Kitdb  al-manasik  [The  Book  of  Pilgrimage 
Rites],  2:1008  §3029;  al-Shaybanl  in  al-Sunna,  p.  46  §98;  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba 
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The  beloved  Messenger  of  God  0 beheld  the  state  of  affairs 
until  the  Day  of  Resurrection  and  also  foretold  of  terrorism  that 
would  be  committed  in  the  name  of  religion.  Therefore,  he  not 
only  distinguished  jihad  from  murder,  but  also  warned  the  Muslim 
Umma  of  those  who  would  perpetrate  violence  and  bloodshed  in 
the  name  of  religion.  He  clearly  described  the  behaviour  patterns 
and  signs  of  these  so-called  Mujahidun,  so  as  to  remove  all  doubts 
about  their  heinous  designs  and  evil  intentions,  that  the  Umma 
might  not  get  deceived  by  their  pious  appearance  and  abundant 
worship  and  recitation  of  the  Qur’an.  He  urged  the  Umma  to 
stay  away  from  turmoil  and  ordered  them  to  excise  the  cancerous 
growth  of  the  Kharijites  from  the  body  of  the  Umma. 


14. i The  Kharijite  Terrorists  Will  Appear  Extremists  in 
Religious  Matters 


According  to  the  prophetic  traditions,  the  Kharijites  will  appear 
religious.  They  will  look  more  constant  in  their  prayers,  fasting 
and  other  acts  of  worship  than  the  rest  of  the  Muslims.  They 
will  also  seem  stricter  than  others  in  their  observance  of  the  legal 
commands.  The  Messenger  of  God  0 said, 
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‘Indeed,  from  the  offspring  of  this  man  there  shall  emerge 
a folk  whose  tongues  shall  be  moist  from  reciting  God’s 
Book,  but  it  shall  not  go  past  their  throats.  They  shall 
pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through 
a hunted  game’.1 


Abu  SaTd  al-Khudri  /0  reported  that  the  Prophet  0 said, 


in  al-Musannaf,  3:248  §13909. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sablb:  Kitab  al-magbazT  [The  Book  of  Military 
Expeditions],  chapter:  ‘The  Dispatch  of  ‘All  b.  Abl  Talib  and  Khalid  b.  al-Walld 
to  Yemen  before  the  Farewell  Pilgrimage’,  4:1581  §4094;  Muslim  in  al-Sahlb- 
Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  Chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and  their 
Qualities’,  2:742  §1064;  and  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:4  §11021. 
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‘[H]e  has  compatriots;  you  will  belittle  your  prayers  and 
fasting  in  comparison  to  theirs’.1 


It  is  reported  from  Abu  Salama  and  cAta’  b.  Yasar  ^ that 
they  went  to  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudrl  and  asked  him  about  the 
Haruriyya.  They  asked,  ‘Did  you  hear  the  Prophet  |i  say  anything 
about  them?’  Abu  SaTd  replied,  ‘I  don’t  know  about  the  Haruriyya, 
but  the  Prophet  H said, 
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“There  shall  appear  a folk  m this  Umma” , and  he  did 
not  say  “ from  it”,  “and  you  will  belittle  your  prayers 
in  comparison  to  theirs;  they  will  read  the  Qur’an  but  it 
shall  not  pass  their  throats  or  larynxes.  They  shall  pass 
through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through  a 
hunted  game”.’2 


In  his  commentary  on  this  hadith,  Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  wrote: 
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1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-adab  [The  Book  of  Good 
Manners],  chapter:  ‘What  Has  Come  to  Us  About  Someone  Saying,  “Woe 
to  you!’”,  5:2281  §5811,  and  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddtn  iva  al-muamdin 
wa  qitalibim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the  Apostates  and 
Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  the  One  Who  Refrains  from 
Fighting  the  Kharijites  for  the  Sake  of  Drawing  Hearts  Near  and  so  People  Will 
Not  Flee’,  6:2540  §6534;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sablb:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of 
Zakat],  chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and  Their  Qualities’,  2:744  §1064. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  wa  al- 
mu  anidin  iva  qitalibim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’,  6:2540 
§6532;  Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘On 
the  Kharijites  and  Their  Qualities’,  2:743  §1064. 
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There  is  no  discrepancy  in  any  of  the  rigorously  authentic 
chains  from  Abu  SaTd  regarding  his  statement,  ‘and  he 
did  not  say  “ from  it”.’  ...  As  for  the  other  wording 
narrated  by  al-Tabari  from  Abu  SaTd,  ‘from  my  Umma ’, 
its  chain  is  weak;  however,  there  does  appear  in  the  hadith 
of  Abu  Dharr  in  Muslim  the  wording,  ‘There  shall  be  a 
folk  after  me  from  my  Umma’.  And  he  also  has  another 
report  from  the  route  of  Zayd  b.  Wahb,  from  ‘All,  which 
reads,  ‘There  shall  come  a folk  from  my  Umma’.  This 
hadith  is  reconciled  with  Abu  SaTd’s  by  stating  that  the 
meaning  of  Umma  in  the  hadith  of  Abu  SaTd  is  the  Umma 
of  Response,  and  the  meaning  of  Umma  in  the  others’ 
narrations  is  the  Umma  of  Invitation.  Al-Nawawl — may 
God  have  mercy  upon  him — said,  ‘This  hadith  indicates 
the  deep  understanding  of  the  Companions  and  their 
exactitude  in  words.  It  also  contains  an  indication  from 
Abu  SaTd  that  the  Kharijites  are  charged  with  disbelief 
and  are  not  from  this  Umma’ A 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  further  writes, 

Oliliii  Jjjjt  jfi  sdltj  ■CSjrb 1'  ,<uMl  olsu^a!l 


1 The  ‘Umma  of  Response’  refers  to  those  who  have  accepted  the  message  of 
the  Prophet  0 and  embraced  Islam,  whereas  the  ‘ Umma  of  Invitation’  refers 
to  the  ‘potential  Umma’ , those  who  are  invited  to  the  religion,  but  have  yet  to 
embrace  it.  Ed. 
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‘Asim  described  the  traits  of  Najda  al-Harurl,  saying 
‘they  fast  through  the  day  and  pray  through  the  night 
and  collect  the  alms  according  to  the  Sunna’.  This  was 
narrated  by  al-Tabari,  who  has  another  report  from  the 
route  of  Sulayman  al-Tayml  from  Anas  who  mentioned 
that  the  Messenger  of  God  Jfl  said,  ‘Amongst  you  are  a 
folk  who  persevere  and  strive  until  they  amaze  people 
and  their  own  egos  amaze  themselves’.  This  is  reported 
from  the  route  of  Hafs,  Anas’  nephew,  from  his  uncle, 
with  the  wording:  ‘They  will  absorb  themselves  deeply 
in  the  religion  [yatacammaqun]\  Al-Tabaran!  narrates 
the  story  of  Ibn  ‘Abbas’  debate  with  the  Kharijites,  in 
which  Ihn  ‘Abbas  said,  ‘I  went  to  them  and  I had  never 
seen  a people  more  assiduous  in  their  efforts.  Their  hands 
resembled  the  feet  of  camels  [thick  and  rough]  and  the 
marks  of  prostration  were  prominent  upon  their  faces’. 
Ibn  Abl  Shayba  narrated  that  when  someone  mentioned 
the  Kharijites  and  their  efforts  in  the  presence  of  Ibn 
‘Abbas,  he  said,  ‘They  are  not  as  hard  working  as  the 
monks!’1 


Shabblr  Ahmad  ‘UthmanI  has  also  included  this  research  in  his 
Fath  al-Mulhim  (5:159). 

According  to  the  description  given  in  the  traditions,  the  first 
denigrator  of  the  beloved  Messenger  of  God  0>,  ‘Abd  Allah  b.  Dhl 
al-Khuwaysira  al-Tamlmi,  the  chief  of  the  extremists,  had  a mark 


1 Ibn  Hajar  al-‘Asqalam,  Fath  al-Bari,  12:289. 
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of  prostration  on  his  face  and  signs  of  extensive  worship,  and  had 
thick,  coarse  beard.1 

Zayd  b.  Wahb  al-Juhani  reported  that  he  was  amongst  those  in 
the  army  who  were  allied  with  cAll.  cAll  said, 
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‘O  people!  Indeed,  I heard  the  Messenger  of  God  Ji  say, 
“There  shall  be  a folk  that  comes  from  my  Umma  and 
they  will  recite  the  Qur’an — your  recitation  will  not  be 
comparable  to  theirs,  or  your  prayers  or  fasting  to  theirs. 
They  will  recite  the  Qur’an  and  believe  it  supports  them 
but  [in  reality]  it  is  against  them.  Their  prayers  will  not 
go  past  their  throats.  They  will  exit  from  the  religion  just 
as  an  arrow  exits  from  a hunted  game”.’1 


Shabbir  Ahmad  cUthmam  commented: 
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1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sablb:  Kitab  al-magbazT  [The  Book  of  Military 
Expeditions],  chapter:  ‘The  Dispatch  of  ‘All  b.  Abl  Talib  and  Khalid  b.  al-Walld 
to  Yemen  before  the  Farewell  Pilgrimage’,  4:1581  §4094;  and  Muslim  in  al- 
Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to 
Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:742-743  §1064. 

1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:748  §1066;  Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-Sunna,  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites’,  4:244  §4768; 
al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  5:163  §8571;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad, 
1:91  §706;  and  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf,  10:147. 
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The  Prophet’s  statement,  . . and  believe  it  supports 
them  . . means  that  they  believe  that  the  Qur’an  is  a 
proof  for  them  in  affirming  their  false  claim,  whereas  that 
is  not  the  case.  Rather,  it  is  a proof  against  them  in  the 
sight  of  God  Most  High.  This  also  indicates  that  there  are 
some  amongst  the  Muslims  who  exit  the  religion  without 
intending  to  do  so,  and  without  consciously  choosing 
another  religion  over  Islam.1 

14.2  The  Slogans  of  the  Kharijites  Will  Seem  True  and 
Appealing  to  the  Common  Man 

The  Kharijites  will  pay  lip  service  to  the  religion  and  raise 
‘Islamic’  slogans,  hut  their  intentions  will  be  evil.  No  one  should 
be  fooled  by  their  pro-Islamic  rhetoric  and  outward  appearance; 
their  aim  will  be  to  create  disunity  within  the  Muslim  Umma, 
spread  misconceptions  and  foment  turmoil.  ‘All  ^ reported  that 
the  Messenger  of  God  said, 
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‘They  will  speak  the  words  of  the  best  of  people  [just  to 
mislead  people]’.1 

Ibn  Hajar  al-‘AsqalanI  says  in  his  commentary  upon  this  hadith, 
ja  tJj  Sj  j*is^  I44  I 'yrj*  jUlS" Jjl  OlSj  tcjTjijl  ja 

‘[These  words  imply  that  the  Kharijites  will  cite]  the 
Qur’an  [to  validate  their  stance].  And  the  first  phrase 
they  used  to  justify  their  rebellion  was,  “There  is  no 

1 Shabblr  Ahmad  TJthmanl,  Fatb  al-Mulbim,  5:167. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  iva  al- 
mu  anidin  tua  qitalihim.  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066. 
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judgement  but  for  God  [they  put  across  their  manifesto  in 
the  garb  of  Islam]”,  and  they  drew  this  from  the  Qur’an 
and  interpreted  it  incorrectly’.1 


A similar  commentary  was  mentioned  by  cAbd  al-Rahman 
Mubarakpuri  in  his  commentary  on  al-Tirmidhfs  Sunan  called 
Tnhfat  al-ahivadbi.z 

cUbayd  Allah  b.  Abl  Rafic,  the  freed  bondsman  of  the  Messenger 
of  God  reported: 
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‘When  the  Kharijites  started  their  rebellion,  I was  with 
cAll  when  they  uttered,  “There  is  no  judgment  but  for 
God”.  He  reported  that  ‘All  said,  “A  word  of  truth  by 
which  falsehood  is  intended.  Indeed,  the  Messenger  of 
God  Ji  described  some  people,  and  I certainly  recognize 
their  qualities  in  these  folk.  They  speak  the  truth  with 
their  tongues  but  it  does  not  pass  this  from  them  (and  he 
pointed  at  his  throat).  They  are  from  the  most  despised 
of  creation  in  the  sight  of  God.  Amongst  them  is  a man 
of  dark  complexion  who  has  a hand  like  the  teat  of  a goat 
or  like  a nipple  of  a breast”.  When  cAll  b.  Abl  Talib 
killed  them  he  said,  “Go  look  for  him  [his  corpse]”,  and 
so  they  looked  but  did  not  find  anything.  He  then  said 
twice  or  thrice,  “Go  back,  for  by  God,  I have  neither  lied 


1 Ibn  Hajar  al-’Asqalam,  Fatb  al-Bari,  6:619. 
z Abd  al-Rahman  Mubarakpuri,  Tub  fat  al-ahwadhl,  6:354. 
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nor  been  lied  to”.  Afterwards  they  found  his  body  in  a 
heap  and  brought  it  to  cAll,  placing  it  right  in  front  of 
him.  I witnessed  all  this:  from  his  command  until  the  time 
they  found  him’.1 2 


Imam  al-Nawawi  mentioned  on  the  above  narration, 
l#  Ijiljl  til)  : Jui  'ill  Ji5  t jJUs  Igl^l  lU&’l  Si  shii 
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‘What  this  means  is  that  the  phrase  is  based  on  the  truth, 
as  God  Most  High  said  “Indeed,  the  judgement  is  for 
God  alone ”;z  however,  their  intention  with  this  phrase 
was  to  censure  cAll  for  his  arbitration’.3 


A similar  explanation  was  mentioned  by  Shabblr  Ahmad  ‘UthmanI 
in  his  commentary,  Fatb  al-Mulhim  (5:169). 

Tariq  b.  Ziyad  said, 
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‘We  went  out  with  ‘All  to  fight  against  the  Kharijites. 
After  he  killed  them  he  said,  “Observe,  the  Prophet  of 
God  0 said,  ‘There  shall  appear  a folk  who  speak  the 
truth  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats’”.’4 


These  traditions  prove  that  the  Kharijites  raise  their  slogans 
to  accomplish  their  extremist  designs,  and  that  behind  them  are 
nefarious  objectives  for  which  they  must  be  exposed  so  that  people 
do  not  go  astray. 


1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:749  §1066;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Snnan 
al-kubra,  5:160  §8562;  and  Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahlh,  15:387  §6939. 

2 Qur’an  6:57. 

3 Yahya  al-Nawawi,  Shark  Sahib  Muslim,  7:173-174. 

4 Narrated  by  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  5:161  §8566;  and  by  Ahmad  b. 
Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:107  §848. 
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14.3  The  Kharijites  will  Brainwash  Young  People  and 
Use  Them  for  Terrorist  Activities 


The  Prophet  mentioned  that  the  Kharijites  would  be  young  in 
age  and  use  brainwashed  youth  to  carry  out  their  evil  designs.  ‘All 
reported  that  he  heard  the  Messenger  of  God  0 say, 
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‘At  the  end  of  time  there  shall  appear  a folk,  young  in 
age  and  foolish.  They  will  speak  the  words  of  the  best 
of  people  [just  to  mislead  people],  but  their  faith  will 
not  pass  their  throats.  They  shall  pass  through  Islam  just 
as  an  arrow  passes  through  a hunted  game.  Kill  them 
wherever  you  find  them  [during  war],  for  the  one  who 
kills  them  will  be  rewarded  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection’.1 


Imam  al-Tirmidhi  narrated  from  Ibn  Mascud  <$1  in  al-Sunan: 
tpTyih  ,044  *it  UhdAl  OUjJt  y>-T  ^ 
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‘At  the  end  of  time  there  shall  appear  a folk,  young  in 
age  and  foolish  [so  their  brainwashing  will  not  pose  any 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  wa  al- 
muanidin  wa  qitalibim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066;  Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:81,  113-131  §§§616,  912,  1086;  al-Nasa’I  in 
al-Sunan:  Kitab  tabrTm  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed], 
chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His  Sword  and  Wields  it 
amongst  People’,  7:119  §4102;  and  Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  ‘Introduction’, 
section:  ‘Mention  of  the  Kharijites’,  1:59  §168. 
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problem].  They  will  recite  the  Qur’an  but  it  will  not 
pass  their  throats.  They  will  speak  the  words  of  the  best 
of  people  [just  to  mislead  people],  but  they  shall  pass 
through  Islam  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through  a hunted 
game’.1 2 


The  phrases  ‘ahdath  al-asnan ’ and  ‘ sufaha ’ al-ahlam’  used  in 
the  two  hadith  reports  indicate  that  the  Kharijites  will  be  young 
and  use  young  people  for  their  heinous  acts  of  terrorism.  Similarly, 
the  Qur’an  also  calls  the  foolish  ‘ sufaha ”.  God  says, 

<d!t  J*?- 

‘And  do  not  give  the  foolish  your  wealth  that  God  has 
made  a means  of  support  for  you’ A 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  said, 

Ua  £3jj  titjjjh  jiS"'  1^?  'aios  tj-d'  Jdwai I 
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The  Prophet’s  statement,  ‘ahdath’,  means  someone  who 
is  young  in  age — and  this  is  how  it  appears  in  most  of  the 
narrations.  In  the  version  of  al-Mustamll  and  al-SarakhsI, 
it  reads  ‘huddath’ , and  the  author  of  al-Matali‘  said  that 
it  means  youth.’...  ‘The  Prophet’s  statement  H,  ‘ sufaha ’ 
al-ahlam’ , means  that  those  intellects  [who  are  engaged 
in  brutal  terrorist  activities]  are  deficient  in  intellects.3 


Badr  al-Din  al-cAym  said: 


1 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  5:3 6,  §44;  al-Hakim  in  <2/- 
Mustadrak,  2:159  §2645;  Ibn  Abl  cAsim  in  al-Sunna,  2:456  §937;  al-Bayhaql  in 
al-Sunan  al-kubra , 8:187;  and  al-Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdaws,  2:322  §3460. 

2 Qur’an  4:5. 

3 Ibid. 
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The  Prophet’s  statement,  ‘ huddath  al-asnan ’,  is  how  it 
appears  in  the  narration  of  al-Mustamll  and  al-SarakhsI, 
but  in  most  narrations  it  says  ‘ahdath  al-asnan ’,  which 
means  someone  who  is  young  in  age.  Ibn  al-Athlr  said, 
“‘hadatha  al-sinn ” is  a metonym  that  implies  young  age 
and  adolescence,  and  “ asnan ” means  age,  so  in  other 
words  they  are  youth’.  The  phrase,  ‘ sufaha ’ al-ahldm', 
implies  mentally  deficient  are  the  brainwashed.1 


cAbd  al-Rahman  Mubarakpuri  also  held  the  position  that  ‘ahdath 
al-asnan ’ denotes  youth.2  Shabblr  Ahmad  cUthmam  said, 
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Regarding  the  phrase,  ‘ ahdath  al-asnan' , the  word  hadath 
means  the  one  who  is  young  in  age — and  this  is  how  the 
word  appears  in  most  narrations.  In  some  variations, 
however,  it  reads,  ‘huddath'.  The  author  of  al-Matalic 
said  that  it  means  youth.  . . . And  al-asnan  is  the  plural 
of  sinn,  which  means  age;  and  so  the  phrase  means  that 
they  [who  perpetrate  terrorism]  are  young. 


These  explanations  by  the  hadith  scholars  illustrate  that  ahdath 
al-asnan  and  sufaha ’ al-ahldm  are  not  people  who  suffer  from 
insanity,  properly  speaking,  but  rather  they  are  brainwashed, 
immature  youth.  If  we  observe  the  current  upsurge  of  terrorism 
committed  in  the  name  of  Islam,  we  will  realize  that  the  prophecy 
of  God’s  Messenger  0 has  become  a tangible  reality. 

1 Badr  al-Dln  al-cAynI,  cUmdat  al-qarl,  16:208-209. 

2 Abd  al-Rahman  Mubarakpuri,  Tuhfat  al-ahwadhl,  6:353. 
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14.4  The  Kharijites  Will  Appear  from  the  East 

The  Prophet  Jfl  also  prophesied  that  the  Kharijites  would  emerge 
from  the  east.  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudri  reported  that  the  Prophet 
|i  said, 


jAh  jfi  JjUUh  jfi 
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‘A  people  shall  appear  from  the  east;  they  shall  recite  the 
Qur’an  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats.  They  shall  pass 
through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through  a 
hunted  game,  never  to  return  until  an  arrow  returns  to 
its  bowstring’.1 


Yusayr  b.  ‘Amr  asked  Sahl  b.  Hunayf  JG  ‘Did  you  ever  hear 
the  Messenger  of  God  |fc  say  anything  about  the  Kharijites?’  Sahl 
replied, 


jA*j  1 OjsiJaj  — (3jUUll  ®*JU  judj  — <U)LU> 
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‘Yes,  I heard  him,  and  he  pointed  towards  the  east 
[and  said],  “There  shall  appear  a folk  who  will  recite 
the  Qur’an  with  their  tongues  but  it  will  not  pass  their 
throats.  They  shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an 
arrow  passes  through  a hunted  game”.’2 


cAbd  Allah  b.  ‘Umar  ^ said,  ‘I  once  heard  the  Messenger  of  God 
say,  while  standing  upon  the  pulpit, 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlb : Kitab  al-tawbld  [The  Book  of  Divine 
Unity],  chapter:  ‘The  Recitation,  Articulation  and  Reading  of  the  Reprobate 
and  Hypocrite  [Reading  the  Qur’an]  Does  Not  Pass  Beyond  Their  Throats’, 
6:2748  §7123;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:64  §11632;  Ibn  Abl  Shayba 
in  al-Musannaf,  7:563  §37397;  Abu  Ya‘la  in  al-Musnad,  2:408  §1193;  and  al- 
Tabaranl  in  al-Midjam  al-kablr,  6:91  §5609. 

2 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlb : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘The  Kharijites  are  the  Worst  of  Creation’,  2:750  §1068. 
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“Beware,  the  tribulation  shall  appear  from  here  [and  he 
pointed  to  the  east];  from  there  the  horn  [i.e.,  generation] 
of  Satan  shall  rise”.’1 


Besides  being  told  of  the  impending  appearance  of  the  Kharijites, 
the  Companions  were  also  informed  of  the  region  and  location 
from  where  they  would  emerge.  In  another  hadith  reported  by 
‘Abd  Allah  b.  TJmar,  the  Messenger  0,  also  disclosed  the  name  of 
this  eastern  region.  Ibn  ‘Umar  said, 
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‘The  Prophet  H said,  “O  God!  Bless  for  us  our  Levant. 

O God!  Bless  for  us  our  Yemen”.  Some  people  said,  “O 
Messenger  of  God!  And  our  Najd?”  The  Prophet  H said, 

“O  God!  Bless  for  us  our  Levant.  O God!  Bless  for  us  our 
Yemen”.  Some  people  said  [once  more],  “O  Messenger 
of  God!  And  our  Najd?”  I think  the  third  time  around  he 
said,  “There  [in  Najd]  shall  occur  the  earthquakes  and 
tribulations,  and  there  shall  rise  the  horn  [i.e.,  generation] 
of  Satan”.’1 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-manaqib  [The  Book  of  Exemplary 
Virtues],  chapter:  ‘On  the  Ascription  of  Yemen  to  Ishmael  ;®’,  3:1293  §3320; 
Muslim  in  al-Sahih : Kitab  al-fitan  wa  asbrat  al-saca  [The  Book  of  Tribulations 
and  the  Portents  of  the  Final  Hour],  chapter:  ‘Tribulation  is  from  the  East  and 
from  There  the  Horn  of  Satan  Shall  Rise’,  4:2229  §2905;  Malik  in  al-Mmvatta : 
Kitab  al-isti’dhan  [The  Book  on  Seeking  Permission],  chapter:  ‘What  Has  Come 
to  Us  Regarding  the  East’,  2:975  §1757;  and  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad, 
2:73  §5428. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sablh:  Kitab  al-fitan  [The  Book  of  Tribulation], 
chapter:  ‘The  Saying  of  the  Prophet  0,  “Tribulation  Shall  Appear  from  the 
East”’,  6:2598  §6681;  al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-manaqib  [The  Book 
of  Exemplary  Virtues],  chapter:  ‘The  Virtues  of  the  Levant  and  Yemen’,  5:733 
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The  meaning  of  this  narration  materialized  during  the  reign 
of  our  master,  cAll,  when  the  first  faction  of  the  Kharijites  came 
from  Najd  and  Harura,  east  of  the  Sacred  Sanctuaries  [of  Mecca 
and  Medina].  From  there  they  started  the  blameworthy  trend  of 
terrorism,  and  the  Prophet  H informed  us  that  they  would  appear 
in  every  era. 

Geographically,  Pakistan  is  also  situated  east  of  the  Sacred 
Sanctuaries  and  its  direction  of  prayer  [qibla]  lies  in  the  west  as  it 
is  east  of  the  Kacba.  The  term  ‘east’  has  been  used  in  the  traditions 
in  a general  sense,  and  so  its  application  may  not  be  fixed  in 
particular.  The  terrorists  who  are  active  in  Pakistan  possess  all 
the  traits  of  the  Kharijites  and  have  wreaked  havoc  in  the  land 
through  bloodshed,  suicide  bombings  and  indiscriminate  carnage. 


14.5  The  Kharijites  Will  Continue  to  Appear  until  the 
Emergence  of  the  Anti-Christ 


Shank  b.  Shihab  said, 
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§3953;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:118  §5987;  and  Ibn  Hibban  in  al- 
Sahlh,  16:290  §7301. 
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‘For  the  longest  I was  eager  to  meet  a man  from  the 
Companions  so  I could  ask  him  about  the  Kharijites. 
Finally,  I met  Abu  Burza  during  the  day  of  Eid  as  he  was 
with  a group  of  his  associates.  I asked  him,  “Did  you  ever 
hear  the  Messenger  of  God  0 mention  the  Kharijites?” 
Fie  replied,  “Yes.  I heard  the  Messenger  of  God  0 with 
my  own  ears  and  saw  him  with  my  own  eyes.  One  time 
some  wealth  was  brought  to  the  Messenger  of  God  0,  so 
he  apportioned  it.  Fie  gave  to  those  on  his  right  and  those 
on  his  left,  but  he  did  not  give  any  to  those  who  were 
behind  him.  Suddenly,  a man  stood  up  behind  him  and 
said,  “O  Muhammad!  You  have  not  acted  justly  in  your 
apportioning”.  He  was  a man  of  dark  complexion  with 
a large  head  of  hair,  wearing  two  white  garments.  The 
Messenger  of  God  0 became  severely  angry  and  said, 
“By  God!  You  shall  not  find  any  after  me  who  is  more 
just  than  I”.  Then  he  0 said,  “At  the  end  of  time  there 
will  appear  a folk — and  this  one  was  from  them.  They 
shall  recite  the  Qur’an  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats. 
They  shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow 
passes  through  a hunted  game.  Their  notable  feature  is 
shaven  heads.  They  shall  continue  to  appear  until  the 
last  of  them  appears  with  the  Anti-Christ  [al-Dajjal];  so 
you  should  kill  them  when  you  encounter  them  [in  the 
battlefield].  They  are  the  most  evil  of  the  creation”.’1 


cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  b.  al-cAs  0 reported  that  the  Prophet  0 said, 
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1 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:421;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan : 
Kitab  talnim  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter: 
‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His  Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst  People’, 
7:119  §4103;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  2:312  §3566;  al-Bazzar  in  al- 
Musnad,  9:294  §3846;  and  al-TayalisI  in  al-Musnad,  1:124  §923. 
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‘There  shall  appear  a group  of  people  from  my  Umma  in 
the  direction  of  the  east.  They  will  recite  the  Qur’an  but  it 
will  not  pass  their  throats.  Every  time  a generation  of  them 
appears  it  will  be  cut  down,  every  time  a generation  of 
them  appears  it  will  be  cut  down,  every  time  a generation 
of  them  appears  it  will  be  cut  down  [cAbd  Allah  said,  “He 
said  that  more  than  ten  times”] — until  the  Anti-Christ 
appears  from  their  last  remnants’.1 


When  the  Prophet  0 said,  ‘they  shall  continue  to  appear’,  he 
eliminated  all  possible  doubts  that  the  Kharijites  would  appear 
only  once.  The  first  appearance  of  the  Kharijites  during  the  reign 
of  our  master  ‘Alt  was  but  their  vanguard.  Whenever  and  wherever 
they  rise,  they  take  up  arms  against  the  Muslim  states  and  massacre 
peaceful  citizens.  Terrorism  is  their  mark  of  distinction,  and  the 
word  qarn  [generation]  has  been  used  in  the  traditions  to  refer 
to  a well  organized  group  of  people  in  a generation.  Lexically, 
however,  qarn  also  denotes  a horn.  Animals  with  horns  use  them 
as  weapons  against  an  enemy  or  threat.  Metaphorically,  qarn 
refers  to  armed  rebellion.  Qarn  al-Shaytan  means  that  weapons 
will  be  used  to  fulfil  evil  objectives,  as  taking  peaceful  life  and 
fomenting  turmoil  are  two  of  the  most  sought-after  goals  of  Satan. 

cAbd  Allah  b.  ‘Umar  <0  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0 
said, 
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‘Every  time  a generation  of  them  appears  it  will  be  cut 
down — this  will  occur  over  twenty  times — until  the  Anti- 
Christ  appears  in  their  last  remnant’.1 


1 Narrated  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:198  §6871;  al-Hakim  in  al- 
Mustadrak,  4:533  §8497;  Nu‘aym  b.  Hammad  in  al-Fitan,  2:532;  Ibn  Rashid  in 
al-Jami’,  11:377;  and  al-Ajurrl  in  al-Sbarfa,  p.  113  §260. 

1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section,  ‘Mention  of  the 
Kharijites’,  1:61  §174. 
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14.6  The  Kharijites  will  Exit  from  the  Religion 

‘Alt  ^ said,  ‘I  heard  the  Messenger  of  God  say, 

“They  shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow 
passes  through  a hunted  game”.’1 

Imam  al-Tirmidhl  narrates  in  al-Sunan  from  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud 
{$,  who  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  Jft  said, 

‘They  shall  pass  through  Islam  just  as  an  arrow  passes 
through  a hunted  game’.1 


Interpreting  this  hadith,  Badr  al-Din  al-cAym  said: 

I3j jj-UI  :JUj  ijjjfl  dyi 

j -UP  <IUp  jj  -Gji  d'Jj  ,<uJ <up.Xj  dU  ^yp 

^ 0 x ^ x 0 

.JAJI  Jjfljij  SjIjj  ,43 


The  Prophet’s  statement  0,  ‘They  shall  pass  through  the 
religion’,  uses  the  word  muruq , which  is  to  exit.  It  is  said, 
‘So-and-so  exited  the  religion  [maraqa],’  when  he  left  it 
due  to  his  blameworthy  innovation  and  misguidance.  In 
the  narration  of  Suwayd  b.  Ghafla  in  the  collections  of 


1 Narrated  by  al-Hukhaninal-SahTh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  wa  al-mucanidln 
wa  qitalibim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the  Apostates  and 
Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites  and  the 
Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’,  6:2539  §6531;  Muslim 
in  al-Sahlb:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement 
to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  tahrim  al-dam 
[The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who 
Unsheathes  His  Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst  People’,  7:119  §4102;  Ibn  Majah 
in  al-Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section:  ‘On  Mention  of  the  Kharijites’,  1:59  §168; 
and  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  1:81,  113,  131  §§§616,  912,  1086. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Tirmidhlina/-St<»tt;n  Kitab  al-fitan  [The  Book  of  Tribulations], 
chapter:  ‘Concerning  the  Trait  of  Renegades  [al-mariqa]’ , 4:481  §2188. 

Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


The  Prophetic  Sayings  Regarding  the  Kharijite  Terrorists  I 321 


al-NasaT  and  al-Tabari,  it  says,  ‘They  shall  pass  through 
Islam.  . . and  in  al-NasaTs  narration  it  reads,  ‘They 
shall  pass  through  the  truth’.1 * 

In  addition,  Anwar  Shah  Kashmiri  said  in  his  commentary, 

did?- 

‘Muruq  is  to  unknowingly  exit  something’.1 


14.7  The  Kharijites  will  be  the  Dogs  of  Hell 


The  Messenger  of  God  0 declared  the  Kharijites  the  dogs  of  Hell. 
Abu  Ghalib  reported  that  Abu  Umama  said, 


j*J  tjkzi  jfi  Jl?-  jlidJ'  C«?o  jdll  dpTS” 

4lt  Jji>3  ( °yt  Co'  :<UUt  ^^1  c~ls  .SjSI'  j?A  ijdoj 

U t\jLrJ  “ds-  {J&-  Uojt  jl  Jl  j'  ij*  Si]  : Jli 


.4  y&djS- 


‘They  are  the  dogs  of  Hell.  They  are  the  most  evil  of  those 
slain  under  the  heavens,  and  the  best  of  those  killed  are 
those  killed  at  their  hands’.  Then  he  recited  the  verse, 
‘On  the  Day  when  many  faces  will  be  bright  and  many 
will  be  dark.  . . . ’.3  I asked  Abu  Umama,  ‘Did  you  hear 
that  from  the  Messenger  of  God  0V  He  replied,  ‘Had  I 
not  heard  it  once,  twice,  thrice,  four  times,  five  times,  six 
times  or  seven  times,  I would  not  have  narrated  it  to  you 
all’.4 


1 Badr  al-Dln  al-cAynI,  cUmdat  al-qarl,  16:209. 

1 Shabblr  Ahmad  TJthmanI,  Fatlp  al-Mulbim,  5:168. 

3 Qur’an  3:106. 

4 Narrated  by  al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tafsir  al-Qur’an  [The  Book  of 
Qur’anic  Exegesis],  chapter:  ‘From  Silra  Al  Imran’,  5:226  §3000;  Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  5:256  §22262;  al-Hakim  in  al-Mnstadrak,  2:163 
§2655;  al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  8:188;  and  al-Tabaranl  in  Musnad  al- 
ShamiyyTn,  2:248  §1279. 
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Imam  Ibn  Abi  Shayba,  al-Bayhaqi  and  al-Tabaram  narrated  from 
Abu  Ghalib  that  Abu  Umama  ^ said  about  the  Kharijites, 


. sU-LJl 


‘They  are  the  dogs  of  the  Hellfire,  the  most  evil  of  those 
slain  under  the  shade  of  the  heavens.  Whoever  is  killed 
by  them  is  the  best  of  those  slain  under  the  heavens.  . . ' 


SaTd  b.  Juhman  said, 

^ JSh  of  of ji  tjkfes  t)l  oaS”  J»-  Is  ^jijAh  cjiT 
J*Aj  Vj?  U CjI  :cJUi  .Olljii  oUIp  ijh>\  cis"  J*>h  uf  51 
J“Aj  jjl  OiSjj  tjllSt  Jjd  Lj'jS j ui*?-  : Jlii  ‘PaiA  dSTjl  U 


‘The  Kharijites  used  to  invite  me  to  their  way  until  I 
almost  joined  them,  until  the  sister  of  Abu  Bilal  (one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Kharijites)  beheld  him  in  a dream  vision 
in  the  form  of  a shaggy  black  dog  whose  eyes  were  moist 
with  tears.  She  said  to  him,  “May  my  father  be  sacrificed 
for  you,  Abu  Bilal!  What  is  wrong  with  you,  that  I see 
you  in  this  state?”  He  replied,  “After  you,  we  were  turned 
into  the  dogs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Fire”.’1 2 


14.8  The  Outward  Religious  Appearance  of  the 
Kharijites  should  not  Fool  Anyone 

The  Kharijites  would  adhere  to  a strict  regimen  of  Qur’anic 
recitation,  ritual  prayers  and  fasting.  They  would  speak  extensively 
about  asceticism,  the  transience  of  the  world,  fear  of  God  and  the 

1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Abi  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  7:554  §37892;  al-Tabaranl  in 
al-MiCjam  al-kablr,  8:267-268  §§8034,  8035;  and  al-Bayhaqi  in  al-Sunan  al- 
kubra,  8:188. 

2 Narrated  by  Ibn  Abi  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf , 7:555  §37895;  and  cAbd  Allah 
b.  Ahmad  in  al-Sunna,  2:634  §1509. 
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duty  of  enjoining  good  and  forbidding  evil — all  outward  signs  of 
pious  people.  Ibn  Majah  and  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  narrated  from  Abu 
Salama  who  said, 


JSlij  I0&  4ill  Jjij  els 

y&u  ,jS  OjiUJCU  ShJj  ^Sj)  JSJj  :JUL3 

j,  x ^ ' s j/  J 


‘I  said  to  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudri  JC  “Did  you  hear  the 
Messenger  of  God  Ji  mention  anything  about  the 
Haruriyya  [i.e.,  Kharijites]?”  He  replied,  “I  heard  him 
mention  a folk  who  engage  in  much  worship  [and  in  the 
narration  of  Ahmad,  ‘they  absorbed  themselves  deeply  in 
the  religion’];  you  will  belittle  your  prayers  and  fasting  in 
comparison  to  theirs”.’1 


These  outward  displays  of  piety  struck  the  Companions  as  ironic 
and  confusing.  In  one  narration  reported  by  Imam  al-Hakim  and 
al-NasaT,  Ibn  ‘Abbas  mentioned  that  he  had  not  seen  anyone  as 
ascetic  and  outwardly  devout  as  them.  He  said, 


\j  wAj  MjJULd  . ^ i ■ l£  j ^ gAiTli 

■fi.  Jo  JS  y 't-  ^ * s T e ""  s * } 0 '1  Sy  ' * y y 0 

^ '-A  kA. <*i\  Jai  UjJ3  jl  Jl3 

bt? jiZJ\ 


‘So  I went  to  see  them  [as  he  represented  ‘All  JjJ  and 
they  were  gathered  together  in  their  home  as  they 
were  speaking  to  one  another.  I greeted  them  with  the 
salutations  of  peace  [al-salam  calaykum],  and  they  replied, 
“Welcome,  O son  of  ‘Abbas!”  [They  did  not  wish  peace 
to  the  Prophet’s  Companions.]  I never  saw  a people  more 
devout  [outwardly]  than  them.  Due  to  their  prolonged 
nights  of  sleeplessness  [in  the  night  vigil  prayer],  their 


1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  ‘Introduction’,  section:  ‘Mention  of  the 
Kharijites’,  1:60  §169;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:33  §11309;  and  Ibn 
Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  7:557  §37909. 
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faces  bore  marks  [of  prostration]  and  their  hands  and 
knees  were  calloused’.1 


Jundub  b.  cAbd  Allah  ^ said, 

' y : T y g ; Lb  ^9  C-3J13  Uj 

3l?s3ij  odiill  Lj\^tlp\  y gbj  tOTyiJl  lyt  eSjdS' Isj^  tj[9 
( cJjjJ  3Xi  ft ^'t'3  Gi-9 

tx  \ > t,i>  „ ' ,1  *,  \'A'  0 °\'  *»*'•"'  '»  * * 0 '.  " 

^^ij3  SjAaj  4*AP 

oi]i9  4tii>  3d  J3  ois”  j[  j*4lb  \jyk~e  ij)  Jjii  uij 

.3di'ji  ^19  Va<U  dl5”  053  tali  3 


‘When  the  Kharijites  seceded  from  cAll,  he  went  out  in 
pursuit  of  them  and  we  went  with  him.  When  we  reached 
their  troops,  we  heard  a loud  recitation  of  the  Qur’an  that 
sounded  like  the  buzzing  of  bees.  Amongst  them  were 
some  wearing  loin  cloths  and  mantles,  and  seeing  them 
in  that  state  [of  ostensible  piety],  I had  mixed  feelings 
about  fighting  against  them.  I stuck  my  spear  into  the 
ground,  dismounted  from  my  steed,  took  off  my  mantle, 
spreading  it  out  and  placing  my  armour  on  it.  I then  took 
my  steed  by  the  reigns  and  started  praying  towards  my 
spear  [as  a barrier].  During  my  prayer  I said,  “O  God! 
If  it  is  obedience  to  You  to  fight  these  folk,  then  give  me 
permission  to  do  it;  and  if  it  is  disobedience,  then  show 
me  a sign  of  Your  disapproval”.’2. 


Jundub  was  so  influenced  by  the  apparent  piety,  asceticism  and 
worship  of  the  Kharijites  that  he  was  reluctant  to  fight  them.  Then 
he  heard  the  prophetic  traditions  about  them  from  our  master  cAll 

1 Narrated  by  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:164  §2656;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan 
al-kubra , 5:165  §8575;  cAbd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf,  10:146;  al-Tabaranl  in 
al-Midjam  al-kablr,  10:257  §10598;  and  al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  8:179. 

z Narrated  by  al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al-awsat,  4:227  §4051;  and  cited  by  al- 
Haythaml  in  Majmac  al-zawa'id,  4:227;  Ibn  Hajar  al-’Asqalanl  in  Fath  al-Bari, 
12:296;  and  al-Shawkanl  in  Nayl  al-awtar,  7:349. 
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which  proved  true.  That  expanded  his  heart,  gave  him  insight  and 
strengthened  his  belief  that  they  should  be  killed  and  eliminated. 

The  modern  Kharijites  appear  to  be  pious  and  righteous  servants 
of  God;  however,  due  to  their  inner  states,  anti-Islamic  activities, 
unjust  killings  and  terrorism,  they  are  called  the  worst  of  creation. 
No  doubt,  they  recite  the  Qur’an,  but  they  take  the  verses  revealed 
about  the  disbelievers  and  apply  them  to  the  Muslims  and  declare 
them  disbelievers.  On  the  basis  of  their  so-called  doctrine,  they 
justify  the  murder  of  peaceful  people. 


14.9  The  Kharijites  are  the  Worst  of  Creation 

The  Messenger  of  God  0,  his  Companions  and  their  followers  all 
declared  the  Kharijites  the  worst  of  creation.  Al-Bukharl  narrated 
in  his  collection,  in  the  chapter  heading  for  the  section,  ‘The 
Statement  of  God  Most  High,  “God  will  not  lead  a people  astray 
after  having  guided  them  until  He  makes  clear  to  them  that  which 
they  should  avoid’”  [Qur’an  9:115],  that  Ibn  ‘Umar  ^ believed 
that  they  [the  Kharijites]  were  the  worst  of  God’s  creation.  He 
said,  ‘They  took  the  verses  revealed  about  the  disbelievers  and 
applied  them  to  the  believers’. 

Ibn  Hajar  al-‘Asqalan!  said  in  al-Fath : 

4lt  alt  jISo  j °)jo  jfi  jlfSM  1 

jl PIS’ : Jli  y±£-  jjjl  JC  <Ut 


-J0  ^ 0 ' 0 ' f.  0 * 

ja  ^ flwtuoj  :Ol3 

X*?m\  *LPj  . u^p'3  tjb  ji 
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:^iljAk!l  aIp  <u!  ^ju  y aIp  kitoA?-  y&j 

,»yu  jgb^  Aiui  '^A^~  (*4^13 

ill  jU  jiaij!  j*  :(4;~°  ^ J*  t/j  i1'  •*«*  Qh  J?J 
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yii  i^jljAJl  jS"j  ^ iPjiji  ojjj  ^1  ^jA?-  ^ <ulA  ^1  ^IJ  A*?-!  aLpJ 
y*  (Jl?wl>l  ^ jliP  Jjjis  ^ <Ul2i  ^1  ^jl  aIpj  .i3“Aj  LgJjib  SiLbJlJ  jjiAJl 
.^aijiSo  Jli  J_jj  AjJj  lA»J  .JjiAJl  jit  j*A  (jjjjA 


In  Musnad  ‘All  al-Tabari  traced  it  back  to  Bukayr  b.  cAbd 
Allah  b.  al-Ashajj  from  Tahdbib  al-athar.  He  asked  Nafi‘, 
‘What  was  Ibn  ‘Umar’s  view  regarding  the  Haruriyya?’ 
Nafi‘  replied,  ‘He  believed  that  they  were  the  worst  of 
God’s  creation.  They  took  the  verses  revealed  about  the 
disbelievers  and  applied  them  to  the  believers’. 

I [al-‘Asqalanl]  say:  This  chain  is  rigorously  authentic, 
and  it  was  affirmed  in  the  rigorously  authentic  traceable 
[marfu  ] report  with  [Imam]  Muslim  from  the  hadith  of 
Abu  Dharr,  describing  the  Kharijites:  ‘They  are  the  worst 
of  creation’.  And  there  is  a report  from  Anas  traced  to  its 
ultimate  source  with  a similar  wording  found  in  Ahmad’s 
collection,  with  a fine  chain  of  narration. 

Al-Bazzar  has  a report  from  the  route  of  al-Shacbl  from 
‘A’isha  %,  who  said,  ‘The  Messenger  of  God  |fc  mentioned 
the  Kharijites  and  said,  “They  are  the  worst  of  my  Umma 
and  shall  be  killed  by  the  best  of  my  Umma”  d This  has 
a fine  chain. 

There  is  a report  traced  to  its  ultimate  source,  similar  to 
this,  with  al-Tabaranl:  ‘They  are  the  worst  of  the  creation 
and  shall  be  killed  by  the  best  of  creation’.  And  in  the 
hadith  of  Abu  SaTd  [al-Khudrl]  found  in  the  collection  of 
Ahmad,  it  reads:  ‘They  are  the  worst  of  humanity’. 

In  the  narration  of  ‘Ubayd  Allah  b.  Abl  Rafi‘  from  ‘All, 
which  is  found  in  the  collection  of  Muslim,  it  reads: 
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‘They  are  the  most  despised  of  creation  in  the  sight  of 
God’.  And  in  the  hadith  of  al-Tabaranl  from  cAbd  Allah 
b.  Khabbab  JG  from  his  father:  ‘They  are  the  worst  of 
those  slain  who  are  shaded  by  the  heavens  and  carried  by 
the  earth’.  And  in  the  hadith  of  Abu  Umama  JL  there  is  a 
similar  wording. 

In  the  report  of  Abu  Barza,  traced  to  its  ultimate  source, 
concerning  the  Kharijites,  which  is  narrated  by  Ahmad 
and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba:  ‘He  said  thrice,  “They  are  the  worst 
of  creation”.’  In  a report  with  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  from  the 
route  of  cUmayr  b.  Ishaq,  from  Abu  Hurayra  JG  it  reads: 
‘They  are  the  most  evil  of  creation’.  The  above  report 
gives  support  to  the  view  of  those  who  held  that  they  [the 
Kharijites]  were  disbelievers.1 

Hudhayfa  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  said, 

uij  oiijj  <ul t-  'i!  oiyijt  i ji  cijsxji  u 5j 

b <cU  4&1  t-'Cii  U s'Jfs- 

JJ  f'  Jji  ligj!  \j  Jb 

‘The  only  thing  I fear  for  you  is  a man  who  recites  the 
Qur’an  until  you  see  its  beauty  upon  him,  and  who 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  tva  al- 
mu  anidln  wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539;  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘The 
Kharijites  Are  the  Most  Evil  of  Creation’,  2:750  §1067;  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan: 
Kitab  al-Sunna  [The  Book  of  the  Sunna],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites’, 
4:243  §4765;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tahrlm  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the 
Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter:  ‘Regarding  the  One  Who  Unsheathes  His 
Sword  and  Wields  it  amongst  People’,  7:119-120  §4103;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in 
al-Musnad , 3:15  §11133;  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  7:557,  559  §37905; 
al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad,  9:294,  305  §3846;  and  al-Tabaranl  in  al-Midjam  al- 
awsat,  6:186  §6142,  7:335  §7660,  and  in  al-Mucjam  al-saglnr,  1:42  §33. 
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supports  Islam  until  God  wills,  until  he  abandons  it  and 
casts  it  behind  his  back  and  attacks  his  neighbour  with  a 
sword  and  accuses  him  of  polytheism  [shirk]’.  Hudhayfa 
said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  God!  Which  of  the  two  is  closer  to 
polytheism,  the  accuser  or  the  accused?’  The  Messenger 
of  God  H responded,  ‘Of  course,  it  is  the  accuser’.1 


14.10  A Noteworthy  Point 


Safwan  b.  Muharraz  narrated  from  Jundub  b.  cAbd  Allah 
that  he  passed  by  a group  who  were  reciting  the  Qur’an.  Jundub 
remarked, 


.1  As-  Jb  OjajlAiJj  oTjUl  Oj'Jib 


‘Do  not  be  deceived  by  them;  today  they  are  reciting  the 
Qur’an,  but  tomorrow  they  will  be  fighting  [the  Muslims] 
with  their  weapons’.2 


Harb  b.  Isma’il  al-Kirmam  reported  that  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  said, 

:4i'  j* 


.eyrj  ijlfi  Pfj  ig 


‘The  Kharijites  are  an  evil  folk.  I know  of  no  one  else  on 
the  earth  more  evil  than  them.  The  Prophet’s  hadith  Ji 
about  them  is  authentic  from  ten  different  angles  [chains 
of  narration]’.3 


Yusuf  b.  Musa  reported  that  Imam  Ahmad  was  asked  if  the 
Kharijites  were  disbelievers.  He  said,  ‘They  have  passed  through 
the  religion’.  He  was  again  asked,  ‘Are  they  disbelievers?’  He  said 
again,  ‘They  have  passed  through  the  religion’.4 


1 Narrated  by  Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih,  1:282  §81;  and  al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad, 
7:220  §2793. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Tabaranl  in  al-MuLjam  al-kablr , 2:167  §1685;  al-Mundhirl  in 
al-Targbib  wa  al-tarbib,  3:166  §3513;  al-Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdaws , 4:134 
§6419;  and  al-Haythaml  in  Majmac  al-zawa'id,  6:231. 

3 Al-Khalal,  al-Sunna,  p.  145  §110. 

4 Ibid.,  §111. 
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